
September 20, 2019 
 

Dear Parent or Guardian,  
 

On behalf of Reed-Custer Middle School, I would like to announce that the Preliminary 
Scholastic Aptitude Test (PSAT) 8/9 will be administered to every 8th grade student on 
October 30th.  
 

The PSAT 8/9 is the first test in the SAT Suite of Assessments. This exam evaluates students’ 
skills in the areas of critical reading, mathematics, and writing and establishes a baseline for 
college and career readiness. The College Board, the creators of the SAT Suite, provides 
detailed, personalized feedback to individual students about their strengths and weaknesses.   
 

Because our 8th grade students will receive their PSAT 8 scores before the conclusion of the 
first semester, our teachers will have an early opportunity to: 

 Measure and follow student performance 
 Help guide students to appropriate targets for college and career success 
 Pinpoint specific areas for growth 
 Better identify students who have the potential to prosper in Advanced Placement 

courses 
 

Every student who takes the PSAT 8/9 is given access to online resources that provide 
individualized SAT preparation, as well as college and career planning tools - all at no cost to 
the student or their family. Once test results have been released, Panther Time teachers will 
help every 8th grade student access the following resources on the College Board website: 

 A PSAT 8/9 score report with detailed answer explanations 
 A specific strength and weakness report that identifies suggested areas for focus to 

improve the student’s overall score 
 A personalized study plan when the student links their PSAT 8/9 results to the Khan 

Academy website 
 

Lastly, participation in the PSAT 8/9 will help students perform stronger on the PSAT/NMSQT 
assessment in high school, particularly in 11th grade. Students who take the PSAT/NMSQT in 
11th grade may be eligible to enter competitions for college scholarships and other academic 
recognition programs. Please know that colleges and universities require SAT or ACT scores 
when reviewing applications. 
 

For additional information about the PSAT 8/9, please visit: 
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-8-9  
 

We appreciate your support of this assessment as your student continues on their educational 
journey. If you have any questions, please call 815-458-2868 or email me 
at:  shane.trager@rc255.net  
 

Sincerely, 

 
Shane Trager 
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